
Ridgeview Mennonite Church 
3723 Ridge Road, Gordonville, PA  17529   717 768-3143 

November 27 2016 
Called by God to learn and share together God’s love with all creation 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL          9:00 AM 
 
WORSHIP          10:15 AM 

Worship Leaders: Etta Esch 
Music: Worship Team 

Children’s Time:  Joy Lapp 
Greeters:  Merv & Jan Stoltzfus 

Nursery:  Gwen & Alex Fellenbaum 
 

First Sunday in Advent 
 

Gathering 
   L:  In the nighttime of despair, we are filled with doubt. 
   P:  We are overwhelmed with busyness and the compulsion to do.   
        We have lost our way. 
   L:  The night is almost over.  We are emerging from our doubt. 
   P:  O God, show us the way of your heart. 
   L:  Come quickly, to show us. 
   ALL:  The dawn is nigh.  Show us the way. 
Gathering Song 
Church at Work 
Confession 
   L:  God of peace, 
   P:  we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of  
        turmoil and pain.  Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of  
        choosing our own course, that we may humble and confidently  
        follow your lead, through Jesus Christ, Amen.   
Meeting God in Silence 
Words of Assurance 
   L:  Throughout the tumult of life, God holds you close in love.   
        Rejoice, because God’s wisdom is your guide, God’s compassion is  
        your strength.  God’s love is your redemption. 
   ALL:  Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart! 
Call to Worship Psalm 122 
 

Receiving Our Tithes & Offerings 
Congregational Singing 
Children’s Time 
Scriptures: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Matthew 24:36-44; Romans 13:11-14 
Sermon:  “The Gift of Sabbath”  Matthew 11: 28-30 Kevin Nofziger 
Song of Response 
The Church at Prayer 
Sending Song 
Benediction 
 
Kevin Nofziger joined Everence in 2011 as the church relations 
representative for the Lancaster core market which offer financial 
products and services as well as stewardship education and tools to 
individuals, congregations, organizations and businesses. Kevin attends 
ACTS Covenant Fellowship in Lancaster. He and his wife, Anna, have 
two children. 
 

THIS WEEK 
Wed 12 noon Food pac 
        

COMING EVENTS 
Dec 4  Fellowship meal 
Dec 5 Mon Church auction 
Dec 11 Sun  4 p.m. Christmas caroling 
 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
FUNDRAISING FELLOWSHIP MEAL—Join us for a fellowship meal on 
Sunday, December 11.  Jared Gingrich is raising support for a time of 
service through Youth With A Mission (YWAM).  
 
RIDGEVIEW TREASURER ROLE: After two rounds of discernment we 
find ourselves still in need of someone to assume the role of treasurer 
for Ridgeview.  If you feel like this task is one in which you have 
interest and gifting and would like to offer your services to your church 
family, please talk to either myself or Pastor Mick for more 
information. Thank you, Vaunda Siegrist, Lay Minister of 
Administration 

SIGNUP (in the lobby) if you want to participate in a Wheel Group for 
2017.   



DR. DREW HART professor of theology at Messiah College and author 
of the book Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views 
Racism, which is being studied by some classes at Ridgeview, will be at 
Ridgeview for a lecture and time of Q&A on January 8, 2017 at 3:00 
p.m. This time of interaction with Drew will be free to attend and is 
being sponsored by a number of the churches in ACC.   
 
VOICES OF HOPE will be held in the historic downtown Lancaster 
Trust Building on Sunday, December 4, 2016 at 7pm. Light refreshments 
at 6:00 pm. The Holiday Music Festival will include Voices of Hope co-
founders, Madeline Bender and Timothy Long, joined by friends from 
the opera world, Gordon Gietz, Paul Whelan and Alison Trainer – all 
performing popular holiday favorites! Voices of Hope concerts raise 
money for Mennonite Central Committee's Global Family Program, 
which provides life-changing education to children and young adults 
worldwide. Limited tickets available – www.VoicesOfHopeOpera.org.  
 
CHARLES AND ANNE MARIE SMOKER returned to the States in July 
and after residing in Ohio and traveling from there, are now residing in 
the Village of Intercourse, 13 Queen Road.  They plan to return to 
Japan for further work sometime next summer.  They have shifted their 
support from Send to another organization, Global Intercultural 
Services (Glints.org).  Ridgeview will continue to send support through 
this group.  The Smokers are in the process of contacting their 
supporters and will answer any questions one might have.  There is a 
letter from Send International on our church bulletin board which gives 
more info on where to send your support.  December 31 will be the last 
day support can be sent to Send and January 1, 2017, they will be 
under the new organization.  Ridgeview Mission Commission, along 
with our pastor and treasurer, have been in contact with the Smokers 
during this transition and have approved continuing our support and 
will be in contact with them the beginning of December. 
 
INGATHERING NOVEMBER & DECEMBER…hats, scarfs, gloves and 
mittens, all sizes.  These items are distributed to our local schools, The 
Factory, Church World Services, and Habecker Church.  Also, Church 
World Services needs clean, lightly used jackets, all sizes. 
 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH…The Factory.  We need a representative 
from our congregation to act as a liaison between The Factory and 
Ridgeview.  Contact Marie Kurtz or Loretta Lapp if interested.   
 
REUBEN SMOKER is now at Landis Homes. 
 
NEW ADDRESS & PHONE NUMBER. 
Nancy Stoltzfus (Phone) 717-351-4392 
Marie Stoltzfus (New address) 718 Lammey Road, Honey Brook  19344 
 
REPORT FOR November 20 
Offering $6953.22      Attendance 118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Ministry Staff 
Mick Sommers, Lead Pastor                                                  556-8778 
   mick@ridgeviewmennonite.net     
Jeff Pauls, Minister of Youth & Young Adults               368-2664   
   jeff@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Lay Team Ministry 
   Vaunda Siegrist, Minister of Administration                          330-0873 
   Debbie Denlinger, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation   682-9959                                                               
   Kate Sommers, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation 316-706-8549 
   Cordelia Stoltzfus, Minister of Community Life     588-2013 
   Loretta Lapp, Minister of Mission        442-4011 
   Joanne Dietzel, Minister of Worship      687-7267  
Administrative Assistant   
Joyce Shirk          768-3895 
   office@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Website www.ridgeviewmennonite.net 
 

Preparing for Orlando 2017 
1 John 4:7-12, 16b (NRSV) 
Week of November 27-30 
Each day, read the text of the month. Breathe in, meditating on 
the words God is love. Breathe out, meditating on the words, 
Love one another. Sit in silence for several minutes. Reflect on 
this question: In what simple ways can I show my love to others 
this week? In your journal, list all the loving actions that 
immediately come to mind. As you hold the list in your hands, 
meditate on it and consider which actions speak to you for that 
particular day. Pray to the Spirit to empower you to perform at 
least one loving act each day. With the Spirit's assistance and 
repetition, these loving acts may become habits. 

 


