
Ridgeview Mennonite Church 
3723 Ridge Road, Gordonville, PA  17529   717 768-3143 

December 25, 2016 
Called by God to learn and share together God’s love with all creation 
 
WORSHIP          10:15 AM 

Worship Leader: Joanne Dietzel 
Music: Ensemble 

Children’s Time:  Julie Sommers 
Greeters: Paul & Marie Kurtz 

 
Christmas Day 

Jesus is born!  Come, walk in the way of God’s heart. 
Prelude 
Gathering Song 
Church at Work 
Meeting God in Stillness 
Call to Worship 
   L:  Rejoice in the Lord!  The fullness of time has come. 
   P:  As the earth brings forth its shoots, 
   L:  so God sent the Son, born into humanity, 
   P:  to show us God’s heart. 
   ALL:  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Words of Confession 
   L:  Incarnate God, 
   P:  we yearn to walk in your way but often choose our own path of  
        turmoil and pain.  Save us, Lord, from the pride and foolishness of  
        choosing our own course, that we may humbly and confidently  
        follow your lead, through Jesus Christ, Amen.   
Words of Assurance 
   L:  Throughout the tumult of life, God holds you close in love.   
        Rejoice, because God’s wisdom is your guide, God’s compassion is  
        your strength.  God’s love is your redemption. 
   ALL:  Come, let us walk in the way of God’s heart!   
Congregational Singing 
Children’s Time 
Receiving Our Tithes & Offerings 
Scriptures: Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 
Sermon: “Out of the Manger” Luke 2:1-14   Pastor Mick 
Song of Response 

The Church at Prayer 
Sending Song 
Benediction 
 
January 1, worship @ 10:15 a.m.  NO Sunday school.  
 
        

COMING EVENTS 
Sun, Jan 8 3:00 p.m.  Dr. Drew Hart @ Ridgeview  
 
 

     ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH EVENT…Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 
bowling at Dutch Lanes on Route 272.  We will be bowling with the 
junior high youth from New Holland Mennonite Church. 
 
I THANK YOU, my church family, who surprised me with many 
beautiful cards on my 90th birthday.  Becky Stoltzfus 
 
DR. DREW HART professor of theology at Messiah College and author 
of the book Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the Church Views 
Racism, which is being studied by some classes at Ridgeview, will be at 
Ridgeview for a lecture and time of Q&A on January 8, 2017 at 3:00 
p.m. This time of interaction with Drew will be free to attend and is 
being sponsored by a number of the churches in ACC.  A light reception 
in the lobby following the event.  If you would like to help bring food, 
please sign up in the lobby. Thank you! 
 
JOHN GEHMN is having shoulder surgery this week. 
 
REPORT FOR December 18 
Offering $6000     Year end $5,594.05   Year end to date $6,323.11 
Attendance 142 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Staff 
Mick Sommers, Lead Pastor                                                  556-8778 
   mick@ridgeviewmennonite.net     
Jeff Pauls, Minister of Youth & Young Adults               368-2664   
   jeff@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Lay Team Ministry 
   Vaunda Siegrist, Minister of Administration                          330-0873 
   Debbie Denlinger, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation   682-9959                                                               
   Kate Sommers, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation 316-706-8549 
   Cordelia Stoltzfus, Minister of Community Life     588-2013 
   Loretta Lapp, Minister of Mission        442-4011 
   Joanne Dietzel, Minister of Worship      687-7267  
Administrative Assistant   
Joyce Shirk          768-3895 
   office@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Website www.ridgeviewmennonite.net 
 

Preparing for Orlando 2017     Week of December 25-31 
Each day, read the theme text for the month. Sit in silence. With slow 
deep breaths, meditate on the phrase: Perfect love casts out fear. 
Read and compare these contrasting texts: 
There is no fear in love. -1 John 4:18 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. -Psalm 111:10 
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind. -2 Timothy 1:7   
How do you reconcile these verses? Through the week use available 
resources (concordances, study Bibles, commentaries or the internet) 
to study the following: 
1) biblical texts and their contexts that speak of the "fear of God" 
2) shades of meanings of the fear of God 
3) differences and similarities between the fear and the love of God 
4) how to translate the idea of the fear of God into our world where it 
is, on the surface, a foreign and objectionable concept 
5) ways to reconcile the contrasting verses 
Conclude the week of study by reciting this verse: 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by (God), 
a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the 
word of truth.    -2 Timothy 2:15 (NRSV) 
 


