
Ridgeview Mennonite Church 
3723 Ridge Road, Gordonville, PA  17529   717 768-3143 

January 1, 2017 
Called by God to learn and share together God’s love with all creation 
 
WORSHIP          10:15 AM 

Worship Leader: Mick Sommers 
Music:  Ensemble 

Children’s Time:  Pastor Mick & Julie 
Greeters: Rick & Gwen Fellenbaum 
Nursery:  Erica Siegrist, Joyce Shirk 

Prelude 
Gathering Song 
Opening Words & Welcome 
Church at Work 
Meeting God in Silence 
   L:  God of the past, 
   P:  accept the people we have been  
        and the baggage we drag behind us. 
   L:  God of the present,  
   P:  accept the people we are now  
        and the potential that lies within us. 
   L:  God of the future, 
   P:  accept the people we could be and by your Spirit transform us. 
 
Call to Worship 
   L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
   P: We will be glad and rejoice in it. 
   L: This is the year the Lord has begun. 
   P: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 
   L: A new day dawned, a new year begun. 
   P: O Lord, call us so we may hear Your voice. 
   L: We enter this year with hope and anticipation 
   P: O Lord, remind us that You lead us. 
   L: Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, 
 for God’s compassions never fail. 
   P: God’s mercies are new every morning. 
   All: Great is God’s faithfulness. 
 
Congregational Singing 

Children’s Time 
Receiving Our Tithes & Offerings 
Scriptures: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
 
Litany for the Past Year 
Welcoming a New Year 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
   God is the eternal rock from year’s beginning to its end. 
   God is faithful.  
   In each day, God is present 
   In each action, God comes close 
   Through all eternity, God is trustworthy 
   Yesterday, today and forever 
   Sustaining, enlivening, making all things new 
   God is our eternal rock!    
Singing 
Church in Prayer 
 
Congregational Song   
New Year’s Hymn (tune: Joyful, joyful, We Adore Thee)  
 
On this day of celebration, at this time when hopes are new, 
God, we gather as your people, called to put our trust in you. 
You have made the world we live in; you have worked through history. 
In your plan we find our purpose, in your love, our unity. 
 
Long ago, you sent our Savior to this world in deep despair. 
In your Word made flesh you came, our life to know, our sins to bear. 
Christ has died and Christ is risen!  At this new year we proclaim: 
Yesterday, today, forever-- Jesus Christ is still the same! 
 
Through two thousand years of changes, through these passing centuries, 
You have called your church to witness to Christ’s love that claims and frees. 
Each new generation hears you, each must find a fresh new way 
To make known the life you offer, to the people in their day. 
 
On this day, we pause and wonder what the future year will bring, 
Yet we know you clothe each flower and you make each sparrow sing. 
How much more will you protect us with your guiding, caring hand! 
By your Spirit, lead us boldly in the future you have planned. 
 



Benediction 
   L:  God invites us into his future, 
   P:  where the one who makes all things new has made his home  
        among us. 
   L:  God invites us into his future, 
   P:  We are called and chosen together embraced by the God in  
        whom tears, mourning, crying, pain, and even death will be no  
        more. 
   L:  Remember God’s future, for this is our story. Our Lord says, “See I  
        am coming soon!” 
   All:  And we respond, “Come, Lord Jesus!”   
   L:  Go in God’s future.  God in God’s peace.  Amen 
Sending Song   Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 

THIS WEEK 
Mon 5 p.m.  Ministry Team 
Wed 12 noon Food pac 

 
COMING EVENTS 

Sun Jan 8  Fellowship meal 
Sun, Jan 8 3:00 p.m.  Dr. Drew Hart @ Ridgeview  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY to Rose, Amos, and Robyn Reiff.  
Rose’s father, Walter Burkholder, died December 21.   

 
JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH EVENT…Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 
bowling at Dutch Lanes on Route 272.  We will be bowling with the 
junior high youth from New Holland Mennonite Church. 
 
NAAMAN YODER is having knee replacement surgery Thursday, 
January 5, at Lancaster General Hospital.  Paul Smoker was hospitalized 
several days for tests.  John Gehman is recovering at home following 
shoulder surgery.   
 
REPORT FOR December 25 
Offering $6000     Year end $10,421.57   Year end to date $16,744.68 
Education $300          Attendance 115 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Staff 
Mick Sommers, Lead Pastor                                                  556-8778 
   mick@ridgeviewmennonite.net     
Jeff Pauls, Minister of Youth & Young Adults               368-2664   
   jeff@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Lay Team Ministry 
   Vaunda Siegrist, Minister of Administration                          330-0873 
   Debbie Denlinger, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation   682-9959                                                               
   Kate Sommers, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation 316-706-8549 
   Cordelia Stoltzfus, Minister of Community Life     588-2013 
   Loretta Lapp, Minister of Mission        442-4011 
   Joanne Dietzel, Minister of Worship      687-7267  
Administrative Assistant   
Joyce Shirk          768-3895 
   office@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Website www.ridgeviewmennonite.net 
 

Preparing for Orlando 2017    Week of January 1-7 
Find a solitary place. Light a candle to represent the presence of 
God's flaming Spirit. Sit in silence for a few minutes. Clear your 
mind of thoughts and distractions. Take several deep breaths in 
and out. Slowly breathe in, meditating on the word Abba. Slowly 
breathe out, meditating on the phrase Father. Sit in silence for 
several minutes. 
Open the Bible and read through the theme text. Over the week, 
as you ponder the text each day, reflect on these questions and 
how they connect to your life. Focus on one question per day: 
1) What is the nature of God in this text? 
2) What is the good news and bad news of this text? 
3) What words or images stand out to you and why? 
4) What questions does this text raise for you? 
5) Why is Jesus "deeply grieved"? 
6) What would it mean for God to "remove this cup" from him? 
7) Why would Jesus question if his will were God's will? 
Conclude by silently meditating on the phrase Not my will, but 
your will be done. Then, sit in solitude in wordless, thoughtless 
silence for up to 10 minutes. 


