
Ridgeview Mennonite Church 
3723 Ridge Road, Gordonville, PA  17529   717 768-3143 

March 19, 2017 
Called by God to learn and share together God’s love with all creation 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL          9:00 AM 
 
WORSHIP          10:15 AM 

Worship Leader: Etta Esch  
Music:  Worship Team 

Children’s Time: Val Kauffman 
Greeters:  Paul & Louise Miller 

Nursery:  Donna & Nathan Pauls 
 

Lent 3:  Restore us, O God!  We thirst. 
Our bodies know the desperate need for water: we cannot survive 
without it.  Likewise, our deepest selves are parched and yearn to be 
drenched in God’s love.  God, who is Love, quenches our thirst so that 
we can live into the fullness of life.  

 
Gathering Song 
Welcome/Church at Work 
Meeting God in Silence 
Call to Worship 
   L: In a dry and weary land,  
   All: restore us, O God. 
   L: Parched and depleted, 
   All: restore us, O God. 
   L: Longing for your living water, 
  All: restore us, O God. 
   L: We thirst.  Receive our worship as a sign of your yearning for  
 you.    
 
Congregational Singing 
Receiving Our Tithes & Offerings 
Children’s Time 
 
 
 
 

Confession 
   L:   O God, you are the living Water.  You restore us to life.  We 

confess that in the desert moments of our lives we forget your  
faithfulness.  Our bodies grow tired; our hearts dry up.  Our  
minds become clouded and we do not remember that you are  
our deliverer. 

   P:  When we see the dryness behind and before us, we quarrel 
among ourselves and burden one another.  We cry out: “Is the  
Lord even among us?” 

   L:  Forgive us, O Lord, for in the harshness of life’s desert journey we  
 quickly focus on ourselves.  We forget that you have been, you  
 are, and you will forever be our deliverer.  
   P:  Restore in us a remembering spirit, that we may hope in you 

again.  Renew our hearts, O Lord.  Make us generous in our  
praise, that we may worship you anew! 

   (Pause for silent confession) 
   L:  God, our living Water, 
   All:  restore us. 
   L:  Let all who thirst, come.  Come and drink from the living Water.   
 Let all who have nothing, come to the Lord.  Come—without  
 money or price.  Come and draw freely from the well of our  
 Lord, which will never run dry. 
    
Scriptures:  Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11 
Message: “Quenching Your Thirst”  John 4:5-42  Pastor Mick 
Song of Response 
Church in Prayer 
Sending Song 
Benediction 
 
TONIGHT 6:00 PM  All are invited to Evie Hershey's home for 
continued discussion on racism and our response to this world we live 
in.  Expect great fellowship and lively conversation!    Please bring a 
snack to share.   
 

THIS WEEK 
Wed  12 noon Food pac 
 

 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW EMAIL & PHONE…Jennifer & Michael Bentivogli 
717 806-5685 (home) 
609 937-3791 (Jennifer’s cell) 
jenniferhokebentivogli@gmail.com (Jennifer’s new email) 
 
THE TASK FORCE has recommended that the Pastoral Search 
Committee seek to hire a candidate for ministry at a negotiable full 
time equivalent level between .5 - 1.0. The Task Force recommends 
that we give particular notice to persons younger than 35 who can 
bring new perspectives to ministry at Ridgeview. They also 
recommended the person be hired with the understanding that she/he 
would be a credentialed minister for the entire congregation with 
giftings and emphases toward our youth and worship/music programs. 
 
THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE had it first meeting on 
Thursday, March 9. Jill Heine will serve as the chairperson and Nathan 
Horst will serve as Secretary. The other committee members are Ruth 
Stoltzfus, Elton Horst, Erica Siegrist and Hannah Stoltzfus. Our first task 
is to complete the Congregational Information Form which gives a 
profile of who we are as a church. We welcome your prayers. 
 
THANK YOU so much for all of your thoughts and prayers during Jim’s 
journey with losing his eye.  It all began almost 45 years ago with the 
original injury and ended on Monday with the eye’s removal.  Even 
during difficult days, we felt peace, strength and love.  God is faithful 
and good!  Blessings, Joy & Jim Lapp 
 
2017 CHILDREN'S CHOIR SPRING CONCERT SERIES SCHEDULED 
The 150-voice Mennonite Children's Choir of Lancaster will perform its 
spring concerts series at the following locations:   
Sunday, April 9, 4 p.m. Stumptown Mennonite Church 
Saturday, April 22, 6:30 p.m. Saturday, April 22, Lititz Moravian  
Sunday, April 23, 4 p.m. Forest Hills Mennonite Church  
Sunday, April 30, 4 p.m. Sunday, Chiques Church of the Brethren 
All the concerts are open to the public. Tickets are not required, but a 
freewill offering will be received.  
 

OUR HOLY WEEK SERVICES will be planned jointly with New Holland 
Mennonite congregation.  Maundy Thursday service will be at 
Ridgeview; Good Friday service at New Holland.   
 
MY COINS COUNT continues until Sunday, March 26.  A collection jar 
is located at the rear of the sanctuary.  Money collected is taken to the 
MCC Relief Sale in Harrisburg on Saturday, April 1, and is for the MCC 
water program.  
 
THE EDUCATION FUND is open until the end of March. 
 
WOULD YOU HAVE INTEREST in being a delegate at Orlando 2017.  
Two or three persons are requested.  Talk to Vaunda Siegrist for more 
information. 
 
PA MCC RELIEF SALE at the farm show complex in Harrisburg is March 
31, 4:00 p.m. – April 1 – 4:00 p.m. Food stands, craft and goods for 
sale, quilt auction, activities for children, music performance, silent 
auction, and variety/talent show are just some of the events that will 
take place.     
 
YOU ARE INVITED TO HEAR the testimony of Marcella van de 
Bovenkamp “an advocate for Israel and a voice to the nations” at 
Stumptown Mennonite Church, Tuesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m.  More 
info posted on bulletin board. 
 
INGATHERING FOR MARCH…Progresso Soup (with meat) for food 
pac program. 
 
REPORT FOR March 12 
Offering:  $4,946.79   Attendance:  118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ministry Staff 
Mick Sommers, Lead Pastor                                                  575-8469 
   mick@ridgeviewmennonite.net     
Jeff Pauls, Minister of Youth & Young Adults               368-2664   
   jeff@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Lay Team Ministry 
   Vaunda Siegrist, Minister of Administration                          330-0873 
   Debbie Denlinger, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation   682-9959                                                               
   Kate Sommers, Co-Lay Minister of Christian Formation 316-706-8549 
   Cordelia Stoltzfus, Minister of Community Life     588-2013 
   Loretta Lapp, Minister of Mission        442-4011 
   Joanne Dietzel, Minister of Worship      687-7267  
Administrative Assistant   
Joyce Shirk          768-3895 
   office@ridgeviewmennonite.net 
Website www.ridgeviewmennonite.net 
 

Preparing for Orlando 2017  

Week of March 19-25 
Light a candle to represent the presence of the Holy Spirit. Open with 
several minutes of silence. Raise your arms to the heavens and whisper 
this invocation several times: Come, Holy Spirit. Sit in silence for several 
minutes. As an invocation, sing or reflect on the words of "Spirit of the 
Living God" (HWB 349). 
The charismatic movement has had a significant impact on modern 
Mennonite congregations. A task force was formed in 1974 to study the 
Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church, particularly in light of the increasing 
influence of the charismatic movement. In 1977, the Mennonite Church 
affirmed this study document at a national assembly. Read through this 
summary statement during this week: http://bit.do/anawiki 
Reflection questions: 
1) What stands out to you from this 1977 statement? 
2) Would most of it hold true today or might there be some changes in our 
understanding? 
3) Try to answer the "Focal Points of Concern" questions under No. 2 for 
yourself 
4) What do you agree with, disagree with or question in the overall 
statement? 
5) How does it compare to the later Article 3 of the 
Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective? 
Close each day with this prayer: 
Holy Spirit, empower me to bear the fruit of the Spirit in my life this day. 
Amen. 


